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A State Legislator’s Guide to Countering Antisemitism

Implementing the U.S. National 
Strategy to Counter Antisemitism
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The U.S. National Strategy to Counter Antisemitism outlines a whole-of-
society e�ort to address anti-Jewish hate. AJC�s Task Force to Implement the 
U.S. National Strategy to Counter Antisemitism1 is excited to work with all 
stakeholders, including state legislators, in this important work. The National 
Strategy stands on four pillars, each of which presents opportunities for 
state legislators who are often on the front line of combating antisemitism, 
protecting Jewish communities, and supporting American values. This guide 
provides suggestions for possible actions state legislators could take to 
implement the National Strategy. 

A State Legislator’s Guide to Countering Antisemitism

Implementing the U.S. National 
Strategy to Counter Antisemitism

*In many ways, the U.S. National Strategy mirrors AJC�s Call to Action Against Antisemitism in America, a guide for all sectors of 
society to understand, respond to, and prevent antisemitism released in September 2022. 
1AJC.org/NationalStrategyNews
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Pillar 1

Increase awareness 
and understanding 
of antisemitism, 
including its 
threat to America, 
and broaden 
appreciation of 
Jewish American 
heritage

The Strategy rea�rms the U.S. government�s embrace 
of the non-legally binding �working de�nition� of 
antisemitism adopted in 2016 by the then 31-member 
states of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA). Approximately 40 countries have 
adopted or embraced the de�nition since then.

 Adopt or endorse the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working 
De�nition of Antisemitism2, a proven, �exible 
tool embraced by more than half of U.S. states 
and dozens of local municipalities3.

 Utilize the IHRA working de�nition of antisemitism 
to deepen awareness amongst educators, 
members of law enforcement, prosecutors, and 
others. Here4 is information on how several 
international agencies are using the de�nition5.

The Strategy calls on state and local governments to 
utilize materials published by Jewish organizations 
to help identify antisemitic tropes, words, and 
symbols that can hide in plain sight.

 Share AJC�s Translate Hate glossary6 which 
helps identify and expose antisemitic tropes, 
words, and symbols. Elected o�cials and 
departments of education can share Translate 
Hate on their websites for educators and 
constituents. Urge public libraries to o�er copies. 

The Strategy calls on state and local leaders to celebrate 
the positive contributions Jewish Americans have made, 
particularly by highlighting International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and Jewish American Heritage Month.

 Plan for Jewish American Heritage Month, which 
occurs in May. AJC o�ers many resources speci�cally 
designed to help elected o�cials celebrate Jewish 
American Heritage Month7, including talking points, 
customizable social media posts, and template 
press releases. AJC can also help plan community 
events in partnership with elected o�cials.

 Acknowledge International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, designated by the UN to take 
place annually on January 27. State legislators 
can issue public statements8, use the opportunity 
to encourage Holocaust education, and hold 
community events rea�rming the fundamental 
guiding lesson of the Holocaust: never again.

2AJC.org/WorkingDe�nition 
3AJC.org/UseofWorkingDe�nitioninUS 
4AJC.org/EmployingWorkingDe�nition 
5AJC.org/EmployingWorkingDe�nition 
6AJC.org/TranslateHateGlossary 
7AJC.org/JewishAmericanHeritageMonth 
8AJC.org/InternationalHolocastRememberanceDay 
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