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Human Rights Must Be Universal

Leaders from Around the World Endorse
American Jewish Committee Statement
on the 75th Anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

In the dark shadow of the Holocaust and the devastation of World War Il, on December 10, 1948, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted, without opposition, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a document that recognized “the equal
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family,” and in which states pledged “to secure their universal and effective
recognition and observance.” The Declaration’s affirmation of the universality of human rights inspired hope among people

everywhere and empowered them to demand their full realization.

As we mark the 75th anniversary of this eloquent defense of human worth and dignity — a document that has informed the creation
of multilateral and national human rights monitoring mechanisms, human rights organizations and academic disciplines, and a global
human rights agenda — we must also acknowledge how widely and routinely it has been ignored by international governmental and
non-governmental agencies when it concerns Israel and Jews.

The international community rightly raised its voice against Syria’s slaughter of its citizens, the Iranian regime’s systematic brutality
against women, minorities, and dissenters, and Russia’s atrocious abuses in Ukraine and at home. So, too, does the principle of
universality demand condemnation of the brutal Hamas attacks of October 7, in which its terrorists murdered, kidnapped, raped,
mutilated, and burned alive Israeli women, men, children, and babies.

On this anniversary of the Declaration, we, the undersigned, pledge to insist on its universality — a universality that calls for the
unconditional return of all the hostages, denounces the horrific human rights violations committed by Hamas, and confronts acts of

violence and escalating threats toward Jews worldwide.

Universal must mean universal.
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2013-2023; Co-chair, Former
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U.S. House of Representatives,
2017-2022; Governor of Florida,
2007-20M

Jim Davis
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U.S. House of Representatives,
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U.S. House of Representatives,
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Celso Lafer
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U.S. Senate, 1997-2015
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2013-2017
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Diego Molano Aponte
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2020-2022
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Prime Minister of Israel,
2006-2009
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Minister of Foreign Affairs of
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Ed Perlmutter
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2021-2022
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with the Transnational Threats
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Michael Tichnor
AJC PRESIDENT

Nathan Sales

U.S. State Department Ambassador
at Large and Coordinator for
Counterterrorism, 2017-2021

Anders Samuelsen
Foreign Minister of Denmark,
2016-2019

Radek Sikorski

Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Poland, 2007-2014; Member of the
European Parliament, 2019-Present
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Minister of Foreign Affairs of Croatia,
2016-2017; Member of European
Parliament, 2013-2016
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Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy,
2011-2013; Ambassador to the U.S.,
2009-2011

Matej Tonin
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2020-2022
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Prime Minister of France,
2014-2016
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Minister of Defense of Czech
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Nations, 2006-2009
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President of Germany, 2010-2012
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2013-2016; Chief of Staff of the
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2015-2023; Co-chair, Former
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to Denmark, 2013-2018
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2016-2018

Ted Deutch

AJC CEO | U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, 2010-2022
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