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Global Leaders, Experts Must Reject Surging Antisemitism Worldwide 

and Affirm Jews’ Equal Rights 

November 2023 

The grotesque acts of violence and terror perpetrated by Hamas in Israel on October 7 – the most lethal 

assault against the Jewish people since the Holocaust, in which some 1,400 people were killed and some 

240 abducted – horrified Jews and people of conscience around the world. Many international figures 

have generally condemned the violent acts, and several have explicitly recognized them as having been 

motivated by antisemitic animus and not solely political grievances. 

Unfortunately, following the brutal October 7 attack and Israel’s subsequent military operation against 

Hamas in Gaza, Jews and Jewish communities around the world have seen a shocking, but disturbingly 

familiar, pattern reemerge: widespread popular attention to and concern about civilian harm occurring in 

the context of the conflict between Israel and Hamas has generated a dramatic surge of antisemitic hate 

speech attacking Jews – as well as physical attacks against Jews – because of their Jewish identity, 

implicitly or explicitly. The scale of these acts is not only alarming but unprecedented.  

Since October 7, antisemitic hate speech has been amplified by prominent actors in many countries. It 

has reportedly proliferated on social media and technology platforms. In connection with this explosion of 

antisemitic hate speech, Jews around the world have reported experiencing violent attacks and threats, 

Jewish sites and property has been vandalized, and Jews have encountered discrimination committed by 

people who claimed to be motivated by political grievances, namely, opposition to Israel’s actions, rather 

than by antisemitic animus. The publicly available information collected below reflects trends and details 

of emblematic violent antisemitic incidents that have reportedly occurred since October 7 in the following 

25 places: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, France, Germany, Greece, 

Italy, The Netherlands, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Portugal, Poland, Russia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, 

Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, and Yemen. Neither this list of countries nor the 

incidents reported from each country is comprehensive. 

Since October 7, several government leaders have recognized and publicly condemned rising antisemitic 

hate speech and taken measures to enhance protection for Jewish communities and sites, and some social 

media and technology companies have implemented tools and policies to reduce the visibility and reach 

of antisemitic content online. However, these measures have been inconsistent and insufficient to counter 

the hatred and threats of violence many Jews are experiencing.  

As also reflected below, in recent weeks, Jewish communities and people in several countries have 

reported experiencing unprecedented fear and significant restraints on their ability to manifest their 

religious beliefs and participate in public life without discrimination. Silence by international authorities 

in this context is perceived to reflect ambivalence or uncertainty as to how antisemitism is manifested in 

contexts involving Israel, and has been deeply alienating for the already traumatized Jews who are its real 

targets. 

As the conflict continues, it is essential that United Nations leaders and human rights experts express 

concern for the human rights of Jews worldwide and, at a minimum, reaffirm the message of the 2004 

Berlin Declaration by the Chairperson-in-Office of the Organization for Security in Cooperation in 

Europe (OSCE): “international developments or political issues, including those in Israel or elsewhere 

in the Middle East, never justify antisemitism.” United Nations leaders, experts, and others should 

further clarify, that while criticism of Israel is not per se antisemitic, such expression is condemnable 

when it reflects, fuels, or incites identity-based hatred of or violence or discrimination against Jews.  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/01/international-holocaust-remembrance-day-27-january-2022
https://twitter.com/AJCGlobal/status/1720422587933532617
https://www.govexec.com/management/2023/10/white-house-tasks-several-agencies-responding-incidents-antisemitism-and-islamophobia/391608/
https://about.fb.com/news/2023/10/metas-efforts-regarding-israel-hamas-war/
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/9/8/31432.pdf
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Many Jewish communities and organizations worldwide have embraced the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of Antisemitism – as have more than 40 

governments and hundreds of sub-national and non-state entities – as a non-legal awareness raising and 

educational tool because it reflects the experience of Jewish communities around the world in past periods 

of heightened tension in the Middle East. The Working Definition clarifies that, for example, “holding 

Jews collectively responsible for actions of the state of Israel,” “[d]enying the Jewish people their right to 

self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor,” and 

“[u]sing the symbols and images associated with classic antisemitism...to characterize Israel or Israelis,” 

can constitute antisemitic hate speech. Leaders and experts should affirm its utility and value. 

Leaders and experts should similarly:  

• Call on governments to assess Jewish communities’ needs in coordination with them and provide 

the necessary security assistance they require at this time of crisis.   

• Call on governments to ensure that police and law enforcement are aware of the urgent need to 

protect Jews from threats of violence and ensure police and law enforcement receive training and 

instruction that Jewish people are not responsible for the words and actions of the Israeli or any 

other government, and that acts directed against them on this basis are antisemitic. 

• Call on social media and technology companies to prohibit antisemitic content on their platforms 

and services, including misinformation and disinformation that has the effect of conveying 

antisemitic stereotypes and conspiracies, and take the necessary steps to fully enforce their harmful 

content and misinformation policies across all languages and dialects. 

• Urge university administrators to condemn antisemitic acts and ensure the safety of Jewish 

students, like all other students.  

• Call on other non-state actors, including faith leaders and civil society organizations, to reject and 

counter antisemitic statements, including those that imply that Jewish people are responsible for the 

words and actions of the Israeli government. 

Reports and Emblematic Examples of Antisemitic Hate Speech and Violence Since October 7 

Since October 7, antisemitic hate speech has appeared online and offline, in countries around the world, 

and on occasion has been voiced by influential figures. Similarly, antisemitic threats, harassment, 

discrimination and violence have also been documented around the world. While the perpetrators of some 

of these antisemitic incidents appear to have been motivated primarily by events in Gaza, some incidents 

have been opportunistic and committed by actors who are taking advantage of widespread anti-Israel 

sentiment to propagate hateful stereotypes and conspiracies and calls for violence against Jews.  

The emblematic examples of antisemitic hate speech, discrimination, and violence documented below are 

only a small subset of incidents of antisemitism that have occurred since October 7, 2023. The examples 

exclude (1) the hundreds of incidents that have been recorded since October 7 in which pro-Palestinian 

protesters have chanted slogans or posted online content that was not directed at Jews or Jewish sites as 

such but that can be perceived as antisemitic, such as “from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free,” 

which is interpreted by many Jews as a call for the complete erasure of the State of Israel and the Jewish 

presence on its territory, and “Khaybar, Khaybar, oh Jews, the army of Mohammed will return,” which 

can be perceived as a threat of armed violence against Jews; (2) many examples of violence, vandalism, 

and expressions of hatred that have been directed at symbols, diplomatic premises, flags, and citizens of 

Israel since October 7; and (3) many statements praising the acts of terrorism committed by Hamas 

against Israeli civilians on October 7 or claiming that they are morally or legally justifiable. Nevertheless, 

https://www.ajc.org/news/jewish-communities-and-organizations-across-the-globe-urge-un-to-use-ihra
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=72&v=eWgewCfW-m4&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ajc.org%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ajc.org&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&feature=emb_title
https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/chant-khaybar-khaybar-oh-jews-army-mohammed-will-return
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each of the above-mentioned types of incidents have contributed to fueling resentment against Jews and 

normalizing bias against Jewish communities worldwide since October 7. 

The incidents reflected below have been selected because their nature and/or circumstances in which they 

occurred clearly preclude any claim that the perpetrator’s motivation was purely “political” and animus 

was directed only at the State of Israel and its actions; rather, each of these reflects hatred being directed 

at Jews or Jewish sites absent any obvious connection to the State of Israel and/or employs or evokes 

antisemitic slurs, tropes, stereotypes, or conspiracies, or Holocaust denial. 

Argentina 

• A residential building in Buenos Aires was vandalized with a Star of 

David symbol on October 31. 

Australia  

• The Australian Jewish Association reported that protesters 

shouted “gas the Jews” and “f*ck the Jews” outside the Sydney 

Opera House on October 9 at a protest against the lighting of 

the building in blue and white in solidarity with the Jewish 

community. 

• As also reported by the Executive Council of Australian Jewry 

(ECAJ):  

o on October 10, in Melbourne, a rabbi and his 8-year-old 

son were subjected to death threats on the street by four 

men in a car who yelled “F*ck… Jew… pigs… die…” at 

them. 

o On October 12, ECAJ, based in Sydney, received an 

Instagram message reading, “We are coming for you soon, 

from western Sydney.” 

o On October 14th, 20-30 members of the neo-Nazi National 

Socialist Network (NSN), displayed a banner reading 

“Expose Jewish Power” in front of a train station in 

Melbourne, boarded a train, handed out materials and asked 

passengers if they were Jewish. People affiliated with NSN 

posted picture of the incident and propagating the antisemitic 

Great Replacement conspiracy theory and on the social media 

platform Gab, and asserted “Expose Jewish power because 

Jews slander gentile nationalists as baby-killers and terrorists, 

all the while Israel fires a missile into a Palestinian hospital 

killing hundreds of women and children.” 

Austria 

• The Antisemitism Reporting Office of the Jewish Community of Vienna 

reported that it verified 76 antisemitic incidents from October 7-19, more than 

three times as many incidents as were reported in all of 2022, including three 

incidents in which Jewish children had been threatened at school. 

• On October 31, the Jewish cemetery in Vienna was desecrated with swastikas 

and the word “Hitler” and a fire was lit in a ceremonial hall. 

https://www.algemeiner.com/2023/11/02/argentine-jews-fear-this-is-just-beginning-after-residential-building-buenos-aires-vandalized-star-david-symbol/
https://twitter.com/AustralianJA/status/1711501583295680694
https://www.ecaj.org.au/pogrom-in-israel-antisemitism-in-australia/
https://gab.com/Thomas_Sewell/posts/111254874008437232#dotxct37zp
https://gab.com/Thomas_Sewell/posts/111254874008437232#dotxct37zp
https://gab.com/Thomas_Sewell/posts/111254874008437232#dotxct37zp
https://www.ikg-wien.at/en/news/signifikante-zunahme-antisemitischer-vorfaelle-in-oesterreich
https://www.algemeiner.com/2023/11/01/jewish-cemetery-vienna-targeted-swastika-daubings-arson/
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Canada 

• Police in several Canadian cities recorded significantly greater numbers of  antisemitic incidents 

between October 7 and October 25 than during the same period in previous years, with 38 reports of 

antisemitic incidents recorded in Montreal, 15 in Toronto and  29 in Ottawa. 

• On November 3, a rabbi in Ottawa received a threatening call from a man who told him that Jews are 

Nazis who need to be killed. 

• The Congregation Beth Tikvah synagogue and the Federation CJA office Montreal were targeted in 

suspected arson attacks on November 7.  

Chile 

• A synagogue in Concepcion was vandalized with spray-painted 

graffiti reading, “Free Palestine, overthrow Zionism” on October 18. 

• Signs displayed at a “March for Palestine” protest in Santiago on 

November 4 included one reading “death to Israel, f*ck the Jews.”  

China 

• On October 10, in a program on “uncovering the Israel element of US elections 

in history,” the state broadcaster China Central Television (CCTV) alleged that 

“Jews who represent three percent of US population control 70 percent of its 

wealth.” The hashtag “the 3% Jewish population in the U.S. controls over 70% 

of American wealth” reportedly became one of the top trending topics on the 

heavily censored online platform Weibo thereafter. 

Colombia 

• In remarks made October 16 on X (formerly Twitter) denying that his 

characterization of Gaza as “Auschwitz” and of Israel as “Nazis” was antisemitic, Colombian 

President Gustavo Petro accused the “oligarchy and press that attacks me,” of being “with Hitler.”  

France 

• On November 5, France’s interior minister said authorities had registered 1,040 

antisemitic incidents since October 7.  

• Since October 7, dozens of instances have been reported in which Stars of David and 

antisemitic symbols have been spraypainted on buildings around Paris and its 

suburbs in a manner reminiscent of Nazi persecution of Jews. Many Jewish residents 

have reportedly curtailed their activities. 

• On October 17, the home of a family with a Hebrew surname in Grenoble was 

burglarized by assailants who wrote death threats against Jews, insults, swastikas and 

"Free Palestine" on the walls.  

https://www.cbc.ca/lite/story/1.7016717?feature=random
https://www.cbc.ca/lite/story/1.7021358?feature=related-link
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-montreal-police-investigating-two-firebombings-at-jewish-institutions/
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/region-del-bio-bio/2023/10/19/a-tumbar-el-sionismo-movimiento-juvenil-lautaro-raya-sinagoga-de-concepcion-en-defensa-a-palestina.shtml
https://twitter.com/CSWLatAm/status/1715017547672596716
https://twitter.com/comjudiachile/status/1720940180381577453
https://freedomhouse.org/report/china-media-bulletin/2023/antisemitism-surges-online-asian-games-censorship-hong-kong
https://www.voanews.com/a/antisemitic-comments-flood-china-s-censored-internet-after-hamas-attack-/7307404.html
https://twitter.com/petrogustavo/status/1713918820291657944
https://www.euronews.com/2023/11/06/antisemitic-attacks-exploded-in-france-since-israel-hamas-war-began-says-interior-minister
https://twitter.com/GDarmanin/status/1721253957803082228
https://twitter.com/Le_CRIF/status/1719333185022996811
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/nov/01/france-opens-investigation-into-despicable-antisemitic-graffiti-in-paris
https://www.politico.eu/article/french-jew-live-fear-antisemitism-hamas-attack/
https://www.lefigaro.fr/faits-divers/grenoble-les-murs-d-un-appartement-cambriole-couverts-d-inscriptions-antisemites-et-de-croix-gammees-20231017
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• On October 19, the door of an elderly Jewish couple’s apartment in Paris was doused with gasoline 

and set on fire. 

• A stadium in Carcassonne was reportedly vandalized with 

graffiti reading, “Killing Jews is a duty.” 

• On October 21, a synagogue in Lyon was reportedly 

vandalized with Arabic graffiti reading, “Victory to our 

brothers in Gaza” and “Glorious Gaza.”  

• On October 31, a group of people on a Paris metro shouted 

back and forth: “F*** the Jews and f*** your mother. Long 

live Palestine… We are Nazis and proud.” 

• On November 4, a young Jewish woman was stabbed in the stomach by an attacker at her home in 

Lyon, the door of which also was vandalized with a graffitied swastika. 

Germany 

• The Federal Association of Departments for Research and Information on 

Antisemitism (RIAS) documented 202 verified antisemitic incidents from October 

7 to 15, an increase of at least 240% from the 59 antisemitic incidents documented 

during the same period in 2022. Among the reported incidents were: 

o In at least 10 cases, residential buildings, including apartment buildings where 

Jews reside in Berlin and North Rhine-Westphalia were daubed with Stars of 

David, among other symbols, and thus “marked” as Jewish in a threatening 

act reminiscent of the Nazi era.  

o On October 7, a gathering of people in Kassel mourning Hamas’s attack in 

Israel was threatened by a passer-by who warned that what happened there [in 

Israel] would soon happen to Germany. 

o On October 10, a pub in Dortmond hung a Palestinian flag and banner above its door reading 

“Israel is our misfortune,” an obvious reference to the official slogan of the Nazi-era antisemitic 

newspaper Der Stürmer. 

• On October 18, two assailants with their faces covered threw two Molotov cocktails at a synagogue 

in the center of Berlin in a suspected arson attack. 

• On October 24, two days after chairman of the Green Party Omid Nouripour condemned 

antisemitism in Berlin, a Green party office in Wolfenbuettel was vandalized with graffiti reading 

“Jewish pigs.” 

Greece 

• A mural at a Holocaust memorial in Thessaloniki was vandalized on October 23 with the words 

“Jews=Nazis” and “Free Palestine.” 

Italy 

• Participants in a pro-Palestinian rally in Milan on October 21 reportedly chanted “Open the borders, 

so we can kill the Zionists. Open the borders so we can kill the Jews." 

• Graffiti calling for the murder of Jews was found in a bathroom of a nightclub in the former Jewish 

quarter of Milan on October 24. 

• At least four “pietre d’inciampo,” or “stumbling stones” in front of the former homes of Holocaust 

victims in Rome have been vandalized between October and November 7, including two that were 

spray painted black on October 30.  

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2023/oct/20/a-lot-of-pain-europes-jews-fear-rising-antisemitism-after-hamas-attack
https://twitter.com/StopAntisemites/status/1715771562652057975
https://metro.co.uk/video/surge-antisemitism-france-nazis-proud-chanted-paris-metro-3051283/?ito=vjs-link
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20231104-french-jewish-woman-stabbed-in-her-home-in-france-s-lyon-police-hunts-suspect?utm_term=FRANCE24&utm_campaign=twitter&utm_source=nonli&utm_medium=social
https://report-antisemitism.de/documents/2023-10-18_en_antisemitische_reaktionen_in_deutschland_auf_die_hamas-massaker_in_israel.pdf
https://twitter.com/AStaroselski/status/1713150097284870320
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2023/oct/20/a-lot-of-pain-europes-jews-fear-rising-antisemitism-after-hamas-attack
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/global-antisemitic-incidents-wake-hamas-war-israel
https://www.voria.gr/article/thessaloniki-thyma-bandalismoy-mural-gia-ta-thymata-toy-olokaytomatos-fotovid
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2023/10/21/news/manifestazione_palestina_stazione_centrale-418397754/
https://video.corriere.it/cronaca/cori-antisemiti-milano-apriteci-confini-cosi-possiamo-uccidere-ebrei/0d1c162c-7052-11ee-a2dc-ec63b3b04d4f/amp
https://www.timesofisrael.com/officials-probe-death-threats-at-nightclub-dozens-of-antisemitic-incidents-in-milan/
https://www.haaretz.com/jewish/2023-11-07/ty-article/.premium/alarming-and-new-big-spike-in-antisemitic-attacks-in-italy-as-a-result-of-gaza-war/0000018b-aa1d-df89-a79f-bf3f650c0000
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The Netherlands 

• The Utrecht apartment of a Syrian Jewish refugee who ran the Amsterdam Marathon on October 15 

wearing Ukrainian, Israeli, and Palestinian flags was vandalized with a swastika and Star of David 

on October 18. 

Nicaragua 

• Jewish graves and a menorah in the cemetery in Managua were vandalized with Nazi and pro-

Palestinian symbols on October 23. 

Pakistan 

• On Oct. 27, Pakistani senator Afnan Ullah Khan, a member of former 

prime minister Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) party, 

who has been a member of the Senate of Pakistan since March 2021, 

reportedly posted an image of Adolf Hitler on X (formerly known as 

Twitter) and wrote, “At least now the world know [sic], why he did, what 

he did.” 

Portugal 

• The Kandoorie synagogue in Porto, Portugal, was vandalized on October 

11 with graffiti saying, “Free Palestine” and “End Israel Apartheid.” 

• On November 1, the word “blood” was spray-painted on a wall in Lisbon under a Star of David 

display. 

Poland 

• A participant in a pro-Palestinian rally in Warsaw on October 21 displayed a sign reading “keep the 

world clean,” and depicting the Star of David in a garbage can, invoking the antisemitic trope that 

Jews are dirty. It has subsequently been reproduced by participants in multiple “pro-Palestine” 

protests across the globe.   

Russia 

• On October 28, a crowd gathered outside a hotel in the Daghestani city of Khasavyurt after 

Telegram channels reported a person “outwardly resembling a citizen of Israel” was staying there; 

the hotel later posted a sign saying Israeli citizens and Jews were not allowed to enter or stay there. 

• On October 29, vandals started a fire and spray-painted “Death to Jews” on a wall of a Jewish 

cultural center under construction in Nalchik, the capital of the Kabardino-Balkaria region.  

• On October 29, a mob at the International Airport in Makhachkala, the capital of the Daghestan 

region, sought to attack Jewish passengers on an incoming flight from Tel Aviv that was transiting to 

Moscow, rushing the landing field, climbing onto the aircraft, and surrounding one man and 

demanding his identification. One participant held a sign that read “Child killers have no place in 

Dagestan.” A Telegram channel linked to Russia's security services reportedly said that about 1,500 

people took part in the mob. Reports indicated that that 20 people were injured, two seriously, and 

that Russian authorities had identified 150 individuals involved and arrested 60.   

South Africa 

https://www.jta.org/2023/11/01/global/a-proud-syrian-jew-fled-to-amsterdam-to-escape-abuse-since-oct-7-hes-been-afraid-to-sleep-in-his-own-apartment
https://twitter.com/NICACAJUN/status/1716517084983599182
https://www.wionews.com/technology/elon-musks-x-slammed-after-inaction-over-pakistani-senators-post-praising-hitler-652757
https://observador.pt/2023/10/11/maior-sinagoga-da-peninsula-iberica-no-porto-foi-vandalizada-com-frases-de-apoio-a-palestina/
https://twitter.com/SussexFriends/status/1719779898586173944
https://notesfrompoland.com/2023/10/21/israeli-ambassador-condemns-blatant-antisemitism-at-pro-palestine-march-in-warsaw/
https://t.me/chp_kavkaz/16882
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-daghestan-anti-semitic-tensions/32660373.html#:~:text=The%20next%20day%2C%20vandals%20started,the%20wall%20of%20the%20building.
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20231029-mob-storms-russian-airport-looking-for-israelis
https://www.newsweek.com/video-russia-dagestan-airport-mob-man-jewish-uzbek-1839046https:/www.newsweek.com/video-russia-dagestan-airport-mob-man-jewish-uzbek-1839046
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-arrests-60-anti-israel-protest-airport-dagestan-palestine-gaza-conflict/
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• An October 30 statement by the South African Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation (DIRCO) condemning Israel’s conduct in Gaza also attacked a lay leader and Vice 

President of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD) who had criticized South Africa’s 

foreign minister’s decisions to directly communicate with Hamas and travel to Iran in the days 

following the October 7 attacks by name, calling him “unethical” and said he had “repeated 

discredited information related to the beheading of children in Israel,” which it called one of an 

“arsenal of dehumanisation tactics used to justify a ‘by any means necessary’ approach to dealing 

with Hamas” and for having “misled” the South African public in a “libelous” way. 

South Korea 

• On October 20, a protester outside the Israeli embassy in Seoul 

displayed a sign reading, in English, “Bring back Hitler, the ultimate 

problem solver.” 

 

Spain 

• The President of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Spain 

(FCJE) has characterized recent weeks as “the greatest escalation of antisemitism in Spain in recent 

times.”  

• FCJE reported that on October 18, pro-Palestinian demonstrators tried to reach the door of the Or 

Zaruah synagogue in Melilla, an autonomous zone of Spain in North Africa that borders Morocco, 

shouting “murderers,” and that several people broke into shops run by Jews who were intimidated 

and insulted during the demonstration, among other incidents. 

• The outer door of a synagogue in Madrid was defaced with graffiti reading “Free Palestine” and a 

crossed-out Star of David  on October 8.  

 

Tunisia  

• On October 17, hundreds of men protesting Israel’s campaign in Gaza, and particularly reacting to 

later-debunked claims by Hamas alleging that Israeli forces had carried out an air strike against Al 

Ahli Arab Baptist Hospital, set fire to, vandalized, and damaged the walls of a Jewish holy site in 

Al-Hammah, instilling fear in some members of the country’s small Jewish community.  

• Following the outbreak of conflict between Israel and Hamas, Tunisian parliamentarians 

strengthened the text of and debated a bill that would have criminalized with imprisonment 

“normalization” with Israel, defined as deliberate communication, cooperation or entry into 

commercial relationships, “directly or indirectly,” with Israeli natural or legal persons, with the 

exception of Palestinians with Israeli nationality, an initiative which further isolated and stigmatized 

Tunisia’s Jewish community. 

Turkey 

• On October 17, the pro-government far-right media outlet Yeni Akit reportedly targeted Jewish 

Turks with the front-page headline "Deport the Zionist Servants from Citizenship," falsely claiming 

that all Jews in Turkey have dual Israeli citizenship, and hashtags such 

as #TürkiyeYahudileriVatandaşlıktanAtılsın (Expel Turkish Jews from citizenship) have reportedly 

been used to target Jewish people online. 

https://www.dirco.gov.za/south-africa-calls-for-the-international-community-to-hold-israel-accountable-for-breaches-of-international-law/
https://twitter.com/TSchwarzbard/status/1715336602954662130
https://www.fcje.org/-/la-fcje-condena-los-incidentes-en-melilla-y-reclama-responsabilidad-a-los-pol%C3%ADticos-y-medios
https://twitter.com/PCantisemitismo/status/1711117692810207245
https://twitter.com/eurojewcong/status/1714924112781496642?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1714924112781496642%7Ctwgr%5Ec343065f02ebd9835b0455fdc937eb62de03e277%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.al-monitor.com%2Foriginals%2F2023%2F10%2Ftunisias-jews-edge-after-crowd-torches-synagogue-amid-gaza-protests
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2023/10/24/israel-hamas-war-vandalism-of-historic-synagogue-in-tunisia-shocks-jewish-community_6198078_124.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2023/11/08/tunisian-president-kais-saied-makes-u-turn-on-law-to-criminalize-normalizing-relations-with-israel_6236476_124.html
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-sees-rise-in-antisemitism-during-israel-hamas-war/a-67212781
https://twitter.com/avlaremoz/status/1714660678437609870
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• Turkish politician Suleyman Sezen, an AKP city 

councilman in Atakum District, Samsun city, in a 

statement that was posted on BirGün Daily on YouTube 

(Turkey) on October 19, quoted Hitler as having said: 

“You will curse me for every Jew I did not kill,” and he 

added: “I pray for God to bestow mercy and grace upon 

Hitler,” and “once the world is purified of the Jews, 

there will be peace.” 

• The owner of a book store in Istanbul hung a sign 

outside saying “Jews not allowed” on October 27. 

• A synagogue in Izmir was defaced with graffiti that read 

“Murderer Israel” on October 28.  

United Kingdom 

• The NGO Community Security Trust (CST) reported that between October 7 and 31 it recorded at 

least 893 antisemitic incidents across the UK, the highest ever total reported to CST across a 25-day 

period since it began recording incidents in 1984 and an increase in anti-Jewish hate acts of 609% 

compared to the same period in 2022. These included 40 assaults; 60 incidents of damage and 

desecration of Jewish property; 94 direct threats; and 697 instances of abusive behavior. 64 events 

related to universities and 55 occurred in connection with schools. 

• The Metropolitan police said 218 antisemitic offences were recorded in London from 1 October to 

18 October this year, compared with 15 in the same period last year. 

• An assailant called a Jewish person walking to a synagogue in London on October 8, 2023 a “dirty 

Jew” and said, “no wonder you're all getting raped.” 

• A car slowed down outside a synagogue before the occupants of the vehicle shouted “Kill Jews” and 

“Death to Israel” while waving a Palestinian flag. 

• The President of the Union of Jewish Students (UJS) has said he has received death threats and 

students at UK universities have recounted being assaulted, for example for wearing a Star of David 

necklace. 

• In an October 20 Friday sermon at Mohammadi Masjid in Birmingham, U.K., which was also posted 

on YouTube, British Imam Abu Ibrahim Hussnayn said that the Jews have a history of oppression, 

but today they are the oppressors, that the Jews today are committing atrocities worse than those 

committed against them by Pharaoh, and that Jews have no shame, no limits, no morality, and no 

fear of Allah. 

• On November 4, individuals who had participated in a pro-Palestinian rally in London subsequently 

surrounded and harassed a visibly identifiable Jewish man, including by ripping his yarmulke off 

and accusing him of “killing babies.” 

United States 

• ADL recorded a total of 312 antisemitic incidents between Oct. 7 and 23, 190 of which were directly 

linked to the war in Israel and Gaza, and 109 of which were expressions of explicit or strong implicit 

support for Hamas and/or violence against Jews in Israel at anti-Israel rallies. 

• The NYPD reported having registered 51 hate crimes between October 9 and 23, in 30 of which the 

victims were Jews. The hate crimes primarily consisted of assaults, aggravated harassment, and 

vandalism involving swastikas. 

https://www.memri.org/tv/turkish-local-politiican-suleyman-sezen-condemn-murderous-terrorist-state-israel-jews-hitler
https://www.jta.org/2023/10/30/global/jews-not-allowed-as-erdogan-praises-hamas-antisemitism-rages-on-the-ground-in-turkey
https://www.avlaremoz.com/2023/10/28/izmir-etz-hayim-sinagoguna-antisemit-saldiri/
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2023/10/31/antisemitic-incidents-31-october-update
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/metropolitan-police
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-67085625
https://www.thejc.com/news/news/jewish-students-face-death-threats-as-academics-back-intifada-3uQe2gV8vuVxibGFyo5pT3?utm_source=sharebutton&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=top
https://www.memri.org/tv/british-imam-abu-ibrahim-hussnayn-jews-no-shame-morality-atrocities-hadith-trees-stones
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-london-67328715
https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/adl-records-dramatic-increase-us-antisemitic-incidents-following-oct-7
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/31/nyregion/hochul-hate-crimes-ny.html
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• Three synagogues in Utah, including Congregation Kol Ami in Salt Lake City, received emailed 

bomb threats on October 8 saying that Jewish people deserved to die. 

• On October 11, a teaching assistant at Stanford University asked Jewish and Israeli students to 

identify themselves, separated them from the class and told them to stand in the back of the room, 

saying, “This is what Israel does to the Palestinians.”  

• The iconic 2nd Avenue Deli in New York City was defaced with a swastika on October 17. the 

following day, similar graffiti messages were found across the street. 

• On October 18, a Jewish woman reported she was punched in the face at Grand Central terminal in 

New York City by an assailant who said he hit her because she was Jewish. 

• On October 18, a subway station was vandalized with the words “kill the Jews.”  

• On October 25, Pro-Palestinian student protesters who entered a Cooper Union building targeted 

Jewish students who were studying in the library, banging on windows opposite them and a locked 

door to the library while chanting “Globalize the Intifada.” 

• A series of posts on a student website called Greekrank made on October 29 threatened violence 

against Jewish students at Cornell University in Ithaca. The posts urged people to kill Jews on 

campus and said that they needed to be “eliminated.” The Cornell Center for Jewish Living was 

specifically singled out for destruction in the posts. 

• On October 30, two restaurants, food trucks, and signs in Montauk, New York, were defaced with 

graffitied swastikas, [sic] “Jeden die,” and “Free Palestine.” 

• An alley behind an apartment complex in Beverly Hills where many residents are Jewish was 

vandalized with graffiti reading [sic] “Kill Jewss” on October 30. 

• An iconic Jewish deli in the Beverly Grove area of Los Angeles was vandalized with antisemitic 

graffiti, including statements such as “how many dead in the name of greed?” on November 1. 

• On November 1, Bucknell University in Pennsylvania disclosed in a letter to students that a swastika 

had been found in a residence hall on campus and that the incident had been investigated.  

• On November 6, a participant in a pro-Palestinian protest in Ventura County, California, yelled 

antisemitic chants including “Hitler didn’t want you, Hitler should've smashed you,” at pro-Israel 

counter-demonstrators shortly before an altercation in which a Jewish man was fatally assaulted. 

Yemen 

• Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) leader Khalid Saeed Batarfi released an Arabic-

language video message on October 29 praising Hamas’s October 7 attack saying: “We call on our 

Muslim brethren everywhere, in the West and the East, in Muslim and non-Muslim lands, to kill 

every Jew, American, and British citizen, for by Allah those will never be deterred without similar 

blessed acts... The world today is an arena for Muslims’ operations against Jews, the Americans, 

British, and French citizens, and all who stood with the Jews and the Crusaders against the Islamic 

ummah,” and described Muslims’ battle with the Jews and the Christians as a “battle of faith.” 

• The Chairman of the Houthi Supreme Political Council reportedly said “Only jihad for the sake of 

Allah to liberate Palestine and its sanctities will stop the Jews in their crimes and ambitions” in 

remarks in Sana'a on October 22. The militant group, whose slogan is “Death to America, Death to 

Israel, curse the Jews and victory to Islam,” “declared war” on Israel on November 1. 

 

Online 

• The Institute for Strategic Dialogue reported that in the three days after Hamas’ attack, the absolute 

number of antisemitic comments on conflict-related YouTube videos increased by 4963%, when 

https://katv.com/news/nation-world/local-synagogues-forced-to-evacuate-while-pro-palestinian-rallies-took-place-across-utah-israel-jewish-state-palesitne-salt-lake-city-rights-war-hamas-israel-rabbi-gaza-strip-middle-east
https://forward.com/news/564587/stanford-university-jewish-students-instructor-hamas/
https://nypost.com/2023/10/17/nyc-deli-vandalized-with-swastika-after-pro-israel-posts/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/woman-punched-in-face-in-anti-semitic-attack-at-midtown-manhattan-subway-station-nypd/4782978/
https://nypost.com/2023/10/20/kill-the-jews-scrawled-on-wall-of-nyc-subway-station-cops/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1717310003659542907
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/30/world/middleeast/cornell-jewish-threats-hochul.html
https://nypost.com/2023/10/30/metro/swastikas-appear-across-montauk-on-monday-morning/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=nypost_metro
https://beverlyhillscourier.com/2023/10/26/police-investigating-incidents-of-antisemitic-graffiti/
https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/lapd-launches-hate-crime-investigation-after-canters-deli-is-vandalized-with-antisemitic-graffitti/
https://6abc.com/bucknell-university-swastika-lewisburg-pennsylvania-where-is-located/14007394/
https://twitter.com/SiaKordestani/status/1722310733575446733
https://www.memri.org/jttm/al-qaeda-arabian-peninsula-leader-batarfi-approves-inspiring-hamas-attack-encourages-killing
https://www.memri.org/jttm/houthi-ansar-allah-officials-threaten-attacks-israeli-ships-red-sea-call-returning-jews-where#_ednref2
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/rise-in-antisemitism-on-both-mainstream-and-fringe-social-media-platforms-following-hamas-terrorist-attack/
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compared to the previous three days. This increase continued after the first three days after the 

attack, with an additional 37.2% increase in the number of antisemitic comments from 10-12 

October compared to 7-9 October. The common themes reflected in antisemitic comments included: 

dehumanizing language, often used with reference to Jewish people, including slur words; 

comparing Israelis or Zionists to Nazis, and their actions to those of Hitler; conspiracy theories 

including that Jewish people are “Khazars” or not descendants of Israelites and thereby “fake Jews,” 

feeding into the narrative that Jews are a European “problem” forced onto Palestinians in the 

aftermath of the Holocaust, both denying Jewish rights to self-determination and re-surfacing 

“othering” narratives of Jews; that Jews control political, media and financial institutions, applied to 

the conflict, Israel’s perceived control of the US government’s political and financial response; the 

deicide myth (that Jews killed Jesus) was used to justify and celebrate Jewish deaths, alongside 

Black Hebrew Israelite language such as the “Synagogue of Satan”; claims that Hamas’ attack was a 

“false flag” performed by Israel for ulterior motives which might include political power, financial 

benefit or to lay the groundwork for an offensive in Gaza. 

• In addition to analyzing YouTube comments, ISD identified a high volume of antisemitic content on 

4chan, which provides anonymous users with space to share explicit and often violent antisemitic 

narratives and imagery. 

Conclusion 

The emblematic incidents documented above are reflective of a very troubling pattern: antisemitic 

incidents are occurring at an alarmingly high frequency and with a broad geographic reach. This is a 

cause for alarm for numerous reasons, among them that Jews and Jewish communities are experiencing 

heightened fear and insecurity and significant restraints on their ability to participate on an equal basis in 

society. A further risk is that antisemitic attitudes are quickly becoming further “normalized” and more 

deeply entrenched in all levels of society in the many countries where these incidents are occurring. In 

this context, prompt and unambiguous condemnation of identity-based hatred targeting Jews, by leaders 

at the international, national, and local levels, is not only warranted, but urgently needed to prevent any 

further harm.  


