
Laura Shaw Frank is the Director of the William Petschek 
Contemporary Jewish Life Department at AJC where she works 
to ensure the well-being of the American Jewish community. 
A seasoned and passionate educator with nearly twenty years 
of experience in high school, university, and adult education, 
Shaw Frank works extensively on combating antisemitism and 
increasing Jewish literacy through deep education and advocacy 
training in many different fora. In addition to her educational 
and programmatic work, Shaw Frank is a sought-after lecturer and writes 
extensively on a wide range of subjects of importance to the Jewish community 
in America. Shaw Frank holds a PhD in Jewish history from the University of 
Maryland, College Park and undergraduate and law degrees from Columbia 
University. Prior to beginning her work in the Jewish community, she was a 
corporate litigator at the firm of Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP.

AJC CLEVELAND WELCOMES YOU TO 
A WOMEN’S TORAH STUDY AND DISCUSSION – 

Esther: Igniting the Activist within Us
with Dr. Laura Shaw Frank

We are all familiar with the Purim story in which Esther saved 
the Jewish people from destruction. But in many ways, at the 
beginning of the Megillah, Esther is an unlikely heroine. She is 
young, under the thumb of her uncle Mordechai, and unwilling to 
take risks for herself or her people. How does Esther transform 
into a strategic and highly effective changemaker and leader? 
What lessons can we learn from her transformation as we think 
through what it means to be a Jewish advocate today?

Thursday, February 16, 2023
10 - 11 AM • Oheb Zedek Cedar Sinai Synagogue, Lyndhurst

Kindly RSVP by February 7th to: 
cleveland@ajc.org

Founded in 1906, American Jewish Committee (AJC) is the leading global 
Jewish advocacy organization. From city halls to Capitol Hill, at the UN and in 
world capitals, AJC works to impact policy and opinion on some of the most 
important issues facing the Jewish people, including antisemitism, advancing 
human rights and democratic values, both in the United States and around 
the world.


