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Bill Barrett is my oncologist, friend, and employer, and he 
excels in all three of those roles. I owe my life and my quality 
of life to him. He is the best gift that cancer has given me, 
as I may not have met him otherwise. Thank you, Bill.

     STEVE ABBOTT

Dr. Bill Barrett is a man of many talents. He is well educated 
and is regarded as a top tier professional in the field of 
medicine. His unique ability to develop ongoing relationships 
with each individual patient on a daily basis is simply 
remarkable. His relationships are not only ones of trust, but 
more importantly ones of hope! He is a man of integrity, 
confidence, and best of all, a person we can call a true friend.

     BOB GRIFFIN
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WILLIAM L. BARRETT, M.D.

Dr. William (Bill) Barrett is Co-Director of the 
University of Cincinnati (UC) Cancer Center, 
Professor and Chair of the Department of Radiation 
Oncology at UC College of Medicine, and Medical 
Director of UC Health Barrett Cancer Center.

In 2016, Dr. Barrett saw an unmet need in our 
community, and he began to fill it. He launched 
a new initiative, called Cincinnati Care Advisors 

(CCA), which offers free second opinions to newly diagnosed cancer patients. 
During evenings and on weekends, Dr. Barrett built this model as a solo endeavor, 
and when demand grew too great, he expanded with an experienced oncology 
team. Preserving Dr. Barrett’s mission-driven approach to making secondary case 
reviews more accessible, CCA continues to deliver completely objective second 
opinions and a holistic and collaborative approach to cancer care for patients and 
their primary oncologists. CCA, with input from appropriate specialists, provides 
a cancer consultation, thorough understanding of a diagnosis, and financial 
navigation and assistance to help access an optimized care plan all at no cost.

Dr. Barrett received his undergraduate degree from the University of Virginia 
and his medical degree from the University of Cincinnati. His training included 
an internship in General Surgery at the University of Cincinnati followed 
by residency in Radiation Oncology at the University of Cincinnati and 
fellowship in brachytherapy at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. Dr. 
Barrett has been on the faculty of the University of Cincinnati since 1992 
and has experience in treating patients with most types of cancers.

He has focused on cancer education for the general public as well as physicians, 
students, and trainees. He has contributed to scientific advances in cancer 
research. Dr. Barrett’s overwhelming priority has been to reduce the suffering and 
mortality associated with cancer in the Greater Cincinnati region while encouraging 
the community to embrace the challenge of making Cincinnati a destination for 
cancer care. He is well known for the compassion and dignity he extends to his 
patients at the UC Cancer Center, his students in the UC College of Medicine, and 
through the much-needed Cincinnati Cancer Advisors organization he created.

AJC Cincinnati is proud to present its 2021 National 
Human Relations award to William L. Barrett, M.D. in 
recognition of his tireless leadership and invaluable 
contributions to our community as a prominent and 
respected physician, teacher, and visionary.



DAVID HARRIS
AJC Chief Executive Officer
Edward and Sandra Meyer Office of the CEO

David Harris has led AJC, described by the New 
York Times as “the dean of American Jewish 
organizations,” since 1990. He was referred to 
by the late Israeli president Shimon Peres as 
the “foreign minister of the Jewish people.”

David has been honored more than 20 
times, including by the governments of Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Moldova, Poland, Spain, 
and Ukraine for his international efforts on behalf of the Jewish people. 
He has written hundreds of articles in leading media outlets.

Educated at the University of Pennsylvania and London School of Economics, he 
has been a visiting scholar at Johns Hopkins University and Oxford University.
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I have known Bill for over 40 years as his dentist, friend, 
helping him with Cincinnati Cancer Advisors, and now 
as one of his patients. Bill is the epitome of what every 
health care provider should strive to be. He treats all his 
patients, staff, anyone who knows him as if they were family. 
Every patient of Bill’s is always treated with compassion, 
caring, and searching for the best treatments possible 
for every patient. I am blessed to know Bill and have him 
on my healthcare team. The entire Greater Cincinnati 
Community is very fortunate to have Dr. Bill Barrett as a 
healthcare leader and advocate for the community!

     ED LOFTSPRING

Dr. Bill Barrett has been a friend since 1975 when we 
attended St. Xavier High School together. Bill has always 
been a hard nose guy with a huge heart; he found his calling 
in medicine. Years ago, he took care of my wife after we 
found out she had an 11-inch tumor in her leg. She had 
lymphoma, and he took charge immediately when I called 
and asked for his help. Just as he has done for so many, he 
nursed her back to health and provided the best treatment 
around. Five years after that, Bill helped me the same way 
and guided me through my cancer situation. Dr. Barrett 
does not do what he does for the fame, glory, or the awards. 
He does what he does because he cares and is selfless. He 
saved my family! To my friend Bill, thank you so much.

     STEVE WOLF
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Rather than try to list Bill’s many virtues, the most 
succinct way to give a sense of the man is to repeat 
what I’ve told my children. I’ve said to them that if they 
want their lives to be truly meaningful, they should 
pay attention to Bill Barrett and follow his example.

     TIM FOGARTY

Dr. Bill Barrett is absolutely one of the most amazing people 
that I have ever met. I have known Bill since high school, 
and we were fortunate to become allies in the ultimate 
goal to cure cancer for our patients. He is absolutely the 
most dedicated, adept, and caring clinician that I have ever 
witnessed in my career, which has included stints at two 
top-five medical institutions. Bill is a tireless advocate and 
most skilled caregiver for his patients. His leadership of his 
department as Chair, and as Co-Director, the UC Cancer 
Center has transformed cancer care in our community and 
beyond. His most humble and humanistic stewardship of 
all things Cincinnati is unsurpassed, and simply put: Bill’s 
work ethic and devotion to all makes our community a 
healthier and better place to live every single day!

     TOM HERZOG
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TRIBUTE COMMITTEE*

CO-CHAIRS
Eileen and John Barrett
Patricia and Dr. Andrew Filak
Francie and Tom Hiltz

PHILANTHROPIST
Sandy Kaltman and John Isidor
Western & Southern  

Financial Group

ADVOCATE
Elaine and Bob Blatt
Patricia and Dr. Andrew Filak
Carolyn Gilbert
Great American  

Insurance Group, Inc
Karen Meyer and  

Rick Michelman
Lauren and Jimmy Miller
Dr. Michael Safdi
Cheryl and Alan Schriber
Jen and John Stein
University of Cincinnati

EMISSARY
Cincinnati Cancer Foundation
Pamela and Robert Edmiston
Kay Copelin French
Susan and Brad Glazer
Joan and Stephen Guttman
Richie and Mark Heiman
Kim and Gary Heiman  

Family Foundation
Francie and Tom Hiltz
The Jewish Foundation 

 of Cincinnati
Jewish Hospital Mercy Health
Drs. Trish and Scott Joseph
Nina and Eddie Paul
Nicole and Kai Schneider
Julie and Steve Shifman
Dick Weiland
The Williams Family

Xavier University

ACTIVIST
Beverly and Irwin Bain
C. Francis Barrett
Jeralyn and  

Dr. William L. Barrett
Sue and William P. Butler
Robert H. and  

Susan F. Castellini Foundation
Kathy and Dr. Louis Claybon
Jan Armstrong Cobb and  

Barry Cobb
Trudy Weiss Craig and  

Rob Craig
Martha Brand Dave
Allison and Ed Frankel
Laura and Jeff Goldstein
Joanne and Kurt Grossman
Brooke and Daniel Guigui
Patti and Fred Heldman
Wendy Saunders and  

Jim Heldman
Felicia Zakem and Ken Heldman
Julie and Roger Heldman
Anita and Dr. Buddy Hertzman
Arlene and Bill Katz
Marjorie and Chuck Kessel
Marcy and Robert Klein
Jeannie Weiland and  

Jay Moscovitz
Rachel Loftspring and  

Dr. Dan Pelchovitz
Dr. Judy Ribak
Rhonda and J.C. Rupel
Dell Ann and Robert Sathe
Abby and Dr. David Schwartz
Dr. Susanna and Seth Schwartz
Debbie Friedman and  

Dr. Joseph Segal
Rhonda and Larry Sheakley
Jan and Don Shuller



Brett and Noah Stern
Sandy and Rick Stern
Sandra and Dr. Peter Stern
Nina and Bill Strauss
Rick Vigran
Ginger and David Warner
Julie Glazer Weisser
Joanne and Trip Wolf
Michele and Greg Young

PARTNER
Eileen and Dr. Paul Bloustein
Shannon and Lee Carter
Rabbi Ben Chaidell
Barb and O.J. Cohen
Michael and Helene Elkus
Mary Liz and Tom Finn
Meredith and Jim Friedman
Cathy and Tim Heldman
Karen and David Hoguet
Lynne and Robert Kanter
Cantor Alane and  

Rabbi Jan Katzew
Amy and Alfred Keirle
Dr. and Mrs. John Kitzmiller
Marian and Jack Liebold
Ina and Dr. Edward Loftspring
Susan and Fred Melowsky
Alice Fegelman and  

Dr. Leo Munick
Nancy and Charlie Postow
Dianne Dunkleman and  

Peter Schwartz
Debbie and Dick Westheimer

SUPPORTER
Rev. Marjorie and  

James Anderson
Ralph Buncher
JB Busse
Felix Eboigbe
Janet and Ken Cohen
Suzette and Michael Fisher

Dr. Z. Charles Fixler
Allison Harris Gordon
Beth and Louis Guttman
The Jacob Rader Marcus  

Center of the American 
Jewish Archives

Carol and Ken Kabel
Mona and Dr. Dick Kerstine
Florence Koetters
Joyce Elkus and  

Dr. Jerry Levin
Marcia and Robert Lukin
Carolyn P. and  

William T. Mackey
Ann and Melvin Maron
Lisa and Chip Pettengill
Dennis Preston
Marcia and John Raushenbush
Cliff and Jean Robson
Drs. Jeanne and  

Michael Schmerler
Ronnie and John Shore
Jackie Mack and  

Dr. Ted Silberstein
Dr. Barbara and Tom Tobias
Thomas More University
University of Cincinnati 

Foundation
Diane and  
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Dorinda and Jeffrey Whitsett
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*In formation as of 10/10/21.
We apologize for any names 

inadvertently omitted from 
the Tribute Committee list.



WHO WE ARE
American Jewish Committee (AJC) is the leading global Jewish advocacy 
organization. From city halls to Capitol Hill, at the UN and in world 
capitals, AJC works to impact policy and opinion on some of the most 
important issues facing the Jewish people. 

WHAT WE DO

24
U.S. Regional 

Offices

13
Overseas 

Posts

37
International 
Partnerships

Political 
advocacy in 
support of our 
domestic and 
global priorities  

 

High-level 
diplomacy and 
engagement with 
key decision-
makers   

Strategic 
communications 
to strengthen 
our advocacy  

Coalition-
building with 
other faith 
and ethnic 
communities 

At a Glance

REIMAGINE WHAT’S POSSIBLE 
The challenges before us are profound. Some may say impossible. 
But AJC reimagines what’s possible. With bold ideas and an 
unparalleled track record, AJC fights antisemitism and all forms of 
hate, strengthens Israel’s place in the world, and defends democratic 
values. Together, we can shape history. Join us.



I am not sure where my family would be without Dr. 
Barrett. He was there for us when my husband was 
diagnosed with cancer eight years ago and he was there 
for me when I was also diagnosed with cancer nearly 
seven years ago. I trust him with my life, and he has been 
an indispensable source of comfort and knowledge since 
the first time I met him. I could not be more grateful.

     DIANA ABBOTT

Dr. Barrett is an icon to the Cincinnati medical community. 
He leads by example with a humble servant’s heart. 
His passion has always been raising the level of care 
provided to patients and that is shown in not only his 
leadership but also in the superior care he provides.

     JILL HUNT
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AJC’s mission is to enhance the well-being of the Jewish people 

and Israel, and to advance human rights and democratic values 

in the United States and around the world.

@AJCGlobal/AJCGlobalAJC.org

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE AJC CINCINNATI
21ST ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DIVERSITY LUNCH
Celebrating our unique roots and shared values  
with resilience, resolve, and relief

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2021
11:45 AM—12:45 PM
Via Zoom
Register at AJC.org/Cincinnati/Thanksgiving2021

2021 THANKSGIVING DIVERSITY LUNCH PANELISTS

Cynthia Cummins,  
Co-Chair

Dr. Judy Ribak, Co-Chair
Shagufa Ahmad
Becca Desai
Sandy Kaltman
Holly Lesan
Kelley Maher
Sheela Mehta

Sara Obando
Monica Perdomo
Pam Rogers
Parmjit Sandher
Betsy Sato
Kazuya Sato
Deborah Vance
Charleston Wang

To find out more about the event, contact the AJC Cincinnati  
office at cincinnati@ajc.org or 513.621.4020

Dr. Maimoona Bahlol, Physician,  
University of Cincinnati Medical Center

Joan Conn, Executive Director, Restavek Freedom Foundation
Sister CJ Willie, Sister of Charity,  

Cincinnati Immigrant Transit Assistance

2021 THANKSGIVING DIVERSITY LUNCH COMMITTEE


