A SYSTEMIC CRISIS: Antisemitism in Europe

Dear European Council President Anténio Costa, European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen, Members of the European Council, and Leaders of Europe,

Antisemitism in Europe has reached crisis levels. The anti-Jewish riots in Amsterdam must be a
wake-up call to Europe about the pervasiveness of this problem. Since October 7, an
unprecedented surge in hatred has targeted Jewish communities across the continent. The
numbers are staggering: a 1000% increase in antisemitic incidents in France in 2023, 250% in
Germany, 245% in the Netherlands, and similarly alarming spikes across Europe. These figures
are not just statistics; they reveal the contours of a systemic crisis threatening the very presence
of Jews in Europe and the European way of life.

For years, European institutions and individual nations have taken important steps to counter
antisemitism. We laud the critical work being done by the European Commission’s Coordinator
on combating antisemitism and fostering Jewish life as well as the creation of an EU strategy to
combat antisemitism in 2021. We welcome the decision that the coordinator will now be placed
under the Secretariat General. However, resources, means and political support to bolster this
work must be scaled up significantly, given the extent of the crisis. New mechanisms to address
growing antisemitism — including the enforcement and implementation of existing laws and
national strategies — must become an EU-wide priority, driven from the highest levels of
leadership.

The upcoming European Council meeting offers an opportunity for decisive action: we urge EU
leaders to place antisemitism at the center of their agenda and commit to a holistic response.
Specifically, we call on the European Council to prioritize combating antisemitism as a strategic
issue for Europe and to mandate the European Commission, under President Ursula von der
Leyen’s leadership, to develop and implement urgent measures to address this crisis at an EU-
wide level.

Antisemitism today is not an isolated problem; it is deep-rooted, explosive, and urgent. It must
be treated with the same seriousness and resolve as other existential crises Europe has faced,
such as the war in Ukraine, the energy crisis, or the climate emergency. This is not a time for
complacency —itis atime for decisive leadership. Europe must act swiftly and decisively to stem
this crisis before itis too late.

We stand ready to partner with you to help shape a productive discussion at the EU Council
meeting. Thank you for your consideration and for your urgent attention to this matter.
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