The Bridging America Project

The American Jewish Committee’s Bridging America Project provides communities
with the skills and structures necessary to achieve local support for immigration
reform and counter the anti-immigrant fervor with programs and public education.

Starting in 2009, the Bridging America Project has convened leaders in Chicago,
Phoenix, Houston, New Jersey, Denver, Atlanta, New York, Miami, and Washington,
DC for Latino-Jewish Leadership workshops and Immigration Task Force meetings
for the purpose of creating unexpected coalitions among committed and diverse
community leaders.

The idea for this summit came out of months of dialogue from meetings with task
force members and they were instrumental in putting this summit together.

The Bridging America Project is funded by a generous grant from the Ford
Foundation.

Houston Bridging America Task Force Members

Marcia and Mike Nichols — Summit Co-Chairs Nat Levy

Steve Amstutz Dawn Lin

Alan Bernstein Jorge Mancilla
Deise Blankfeld Stan Marek

Bob Borochoff Rabbi Steve Morgen
Beto Cardenas Dr. Steve Murdock
Reverend Mike Cole Laura Perez-Boston
Most Reverend Joseph Fiorenza Bishop Mike Rinehart
The Honorable Charles Foster Dinesh Shaw

The Honorable Sylvia Garcia Richard Shaw

Dr. Fena Garza Martin Siegel

Benito Juarez Daniel Stoecker

Dr. Stephen Klineberg John Wilburn

Special Thanks

Thank you to the following individuals and organizations for helping make this
summit possible:

® AJC’s Bridging America Task Force
® Rice University’s Kinder Institute for Urban Research

® Marcia and Mike Nichols and the Marek Companies for helping to
underwrite the breakfast.
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr. Stephen Klineberg

Professor of Sociology, Rice University
Co-Director, Kinder Institute for Urban Research
Member, AJC’s Bridging America Task Force

Larry Kellner

--Chairman, Greater Houston Partnership
--President, Emerald Creek Group

--Former Chairman and CEO, Continental Airlines

Beto Cardenas

Counsel, Vinson & Elkins

Member, GHP Immigration Task Force
Member, AJC’s Bridging America Task Force
Chairman, 287(g) Advisory Committee for the
Office of the Harris County Sheriff

David S. Lopez
--President and CEO, Harris County Hospital District
--Fellow, American College of Healthcare Executives

Deacon Joe Rubio, Ph.D

VP - Community Relations and Advocacy,
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston

Juliet K. Stipeche
--Shareholder, Nagorny & Stipeche, P.C.
--Trustee, District VIII, HISD Board of Education

PROGRAM

Welcome Mike Nichols
Immigration Summit Co-Chair
Member, Bridging America Task Force

Background Randy Czarlinsky
Director, AJC Houston

Presentations:

Demographics and History Dr. Stephen Klineberg

Business/Employers Larry Kellner
Security/Law Enforcement Beto Cardenas
Health Care/Medical David S. Lopez

Social Services Deacon Joe Rubio

Education Juliet K. Stipeche

Question and Answer Session

Closing Marcia Nichols
Immigration Summit Co-Chair
Member, Bridging America Task Force



