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The scene was set for the violent outcome of the Gaza flotilla’s confrontation with Israeli
security forces several days before its departure from Turkey.

At the Istanbul port, the Turkish radical Islamist relief organization IHH organized a
militant send-off demonstration to support the flotilla, which was broadcast on the
Turkish Islamist Israhaber TV station.” With one of the flotilla boats as a backdrop,
thousands of supporters waved Palestinian, Turkish and IHH flags, and flags of two
terrorist organizations, Hezbollah and islami Bilyiikdogu Akincilar Cephesi, or IBDA-C,
the Great Eastern Islamic Raiders’ Front, a Turkish terrorist organization trained and
supported by Al-Qaida.

The demonstrators sang in unison, “Intifada! Intifada! Intifada! Intifada!" and then began
the vehemently anti-Semitic chant, "Khaybar, Khaybar ya Yahud! Jaysh Muhammad
sawfa ya'ud!” -- "Remember the battle of Khaybar, O Jews! The Army of Muhammad
will return [for you]!”? The chant refers to the incident in the seventh century when the
Prophet Muhammad attacked and conquered the Arabian Jewish tribe of Khaybar. The
warriors of the tribe were executed and the women and children enslaved. These
extremist sentiments expressed by the IHH demonstrators turned out to be only the tip
of the iceberg.

The IHH is the insan Hak ve Hiirriyetleri Insani Yardim Vakfi, or Foundation for Human
Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief.? It purchased three of the ships involved
in the Gaza flotilla, including the Mavi Marmara, the lead ship.* Its passengers were
armed with daggers, iron bars, sledgehammers, guns and other weapons, and they
attack(Sad Israeli naval commandos who were attempting to enforce the blockade of
Gaza.

The IHH is the charitable arm of the radical Turkish Islamist organization Milli Goérus, or
National View, founded by Necmettin Erbakan, a former prime minister whose Virtue
Party was banned in 2000. Members of Erbakan’s party subsequently established the
currently ruling AKP, which draws backing from Milli Goriis supporters.® IHH was
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established in 1992, and is led by Bulent Yildirim.” Although the organization insists that
it is simply an Islamic relief organization, its extremist and terrorist ties and activities
indicate otherwise.

In February 2009, Hamas held a rally in support of Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan’s
public criticism of Israel over the Gaza war. IHH’s Bulent Yildirim spoke to a rally of
thousands of Hamas supporters in Gaza which was broadcast on Israhaber TV.
Addressing the crowd who waved green Hamas flags, he declared, "Raise your fists to
the skies and repeat after me: What can the enemy do to me? Paradise is in my heart. If
they will deport me, it would be a trip. If they imprison me | will be able to spend some
time alone. If they kill me, that is martyrdom for the sake of Allah. Allahu Akbar!”®

The Hamas audience responded with the chant, "With soul, with blood, we will support
you, O Palestine!” Yildirim concluded his speech by declaring, "All Muslims stand ready
to enter Gaza! Our children are with you! Our women are with you! Our sheikhs are with
you! Our voices are with you!"®

Before the flotilla departed from Istanbul, Israhaber reported that Necmettin Erbakan
called Yildirim and congratulated him, declaring, "May your holy war be auspicious!"
And Yildirim told Erbakan, "As your students, we are going to fulfill our responsibilities,
Allah willing!"™

Over the past three years Yildirim and other IHH officials have met and worked together
with senior Hamas leaders in Gaza,"' Syria'? and Turkey." The IHH is a member
organization of ‘Ittilaf Al-Khayr, or the Union of Good (UOG)," which was founded by
leaders of Hamas in 2000, and is led by the radical Muslim Brotherhood ideologue
Sheikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi,' who is infamous for issuing a fatwa legitimizing Hamas
suicide attacks against Israeli civilians. The UOG acts as a global front organization to
raise funds for Hamas and was designated a Hamas front organization by the Israel
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Ministry of Defense in 2002. The IHH was subsequently designated part of the UOG
and banned in 2008."® The United States Treasury designated the UOG a terrorist
organization that same year."”

One of the top organizers and participants in the Gaza flotilla was Amin Abu Rashid, a
Hamas supporter in Holland who heads the European Campaign to End the Siege on
Gaza.'® According to the Netherlands newspaper Teltarif, the Dutch intelligence
services identified Rashid as having previously headed the Al-Agsa Foundation
Netherlands,'® a Hamas fundraising front which was the Dutch representative of the
UOG. The Dutch government froze AAFN’s assets in April 2003, and it was designated
as a terrorist organization by the United States Treasury in May 2003.%°

The IHH is also linked to Al-Qaida. Former French counterterrorism magistrate Jean-
Louis Bruguiere has charged that IHH has "clear, longstanding ties to terrorism and
jihad.” He further explained that IHH was “basically helping Al-Qaida when Bin Ladin
started to want to target U.S. soil."*'

While serving as a counterterrorism official, Bruguiere wrote a report that detailed the
terrorist-related activities carried out by IHH’s Bulent Yildirim. During the mid-1990s
Yildirim conspired to “recruit veteran soldiers in anticipation of the coming holy war
[jihad]. In particular, some men were sent into war zones in Muslim countries in order to
acquire combat experience.” He was responsible for “obtaining political support from
these countries, financial aid was transferred [on behalf of IHH], as well as caches of
firearms, knives, and pre-fabricated explosives.”%?

The IHH also has been tied to Al-Qaida’s foiled Los Angeles airport millennium bomb
plot in 1999, carried out by Ahmed Ressam. Bruguiere found that the plot was
organized by a terrorist cell led by Fateh Kamel, who was linked to Al-Qaida. Bruguiere
stated, "Several members of Fateh Kamel's network worked at the IHH as cover” for
their terrorist activities. He asserted, "It was too systematic and too widespread for the
NGO not to know" their real objective.?
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At Ressam'’s trial, Bruguiere testified that IHH played “an important role” in the plot: “The
IHH is an NGO, but it was kind of a type of cover-up ... in order to obtain forged
documents and also to obtain different forms of infiltration for Mujahideen [holy warriors]
in combat. And also to go and gather [recruit] these Mujahideens. And finally, one of the
last responsibilities that they had was also to be implicated or involved in weapons
trafficking.”®*

Bruguiere further stated that he was present at a joint raid of French and Turkish police
at IHH headquarters in Istanbul in 1998. Weapons, false documents and other
incriminating evidence were found. Bruguiere concluded, "It was clearly proven that
some of the NGO’s work was not charity, it was to provide a fagade for moving funds,
weapons and mujahedin [holy warriors] to and from Bosnia and Afghanistan."*

IHH'’s Islamic extremist ties were reflected in the participation of Abdallah and
Muhammad Anas, the son-in-law and grandson of the late jihadist preacher Sheikh
Abdallah Azzam, on the lead flotilla ship Mavi Marmara. Azzam was the mentor and
spiritual guide of Usama bin Ladin, and was responsible for bringing bin Laden to
Afghanistan. Azzam’s daughter spoke to her husband and son after the ship’s
confrontation with Israeli security forces and declared, "I had expected my husband and
son to be either martyred or wounded." She asserted that she was prepared to
"sacrifice myself and my five sons as martyrs for the sake of Allah. This is not much and
we will give until the last drop of blood."*

IHH’s radical Islamist roots, its extremist statements, its ties to global fundraising on
behalf of Hamas, and its involvement with Al-Qaida terror activities demonstrate that the
passengers of the Mavi Marmara were far from nonviolent, defenseless peace activists.
IHH and its followers carefully prepared and trained themselves for a confrontation that
day on behalf of Hamas, and continue to work towards more terrorist confrontations in
the guise of humanitarian aid.
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